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ST. PAUL’S UCC NEWSLETTER 
    

JULY 2020 
 

103 South Second Street 

Marthasville, MO  63357 

(636) 433-2482 

office@stpaulsuccmo.org 

www.stpaulsuccmo.org 
  

A Loving Church, Making a Difference in the World 
 

Letter from our Pastor Emeritus 

 

 Along the highway between Jonesburg and Warrenton is a large billboard that has a 

quotation from Proverbs 12:25.  “An anxious heart weighs a man down, but a kind word cheers 

him up.”  Those are good words in the anxious times in which we live. 
 

 Consider everything that we used to do that we can for the present no longer do, or 

should do, although some of the restrictions have been eased: 
 

❖ No hand shaking or hugging or even getting near someone. 

❖ Unable to visit loved ones and friends in their homes or in the hospital. 

❖ Attend a funeral or go to church inside. 

❖ Go to the store unless you wear a mask. 

❖  Attend graduations and other gatherings and celebrations. 

❖ Keep routine dental and eye examinations. 

❖ Elective surgery 
 

No wonder we suffer from anxiety.  Life has changed and we can’t wait to get back to  

normal, and we fear life will never be normal again.  Now is the time to remember we are all 

part of the family of the church, the family of God.  We need each other and to be there for each 

other. 
 

 Fortunately, God has given us a resource to help us.  It is His Holy Spirit.  Galatians 5:22 

lists the fruits of the Spirit.  They are love, joy, peace, patience, KINDNESS, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.   
 

 At Eden Theological Seminary, one of the classes I took was called “New Testament 

Ethics.”  Professor Gene Wehrli, the teacher, emphasized how important being kind to each 

other was essential to living the Christian faith. 
 

Let us then, in these anxious times, cheer each other up with a kind word.   
 

Don Deeker 

Pastor Emeritus 
 

 

 
 

http://www.stpaulsuccmo.org/
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July Extra Step – Marthasville Emmaus 
 

 Any money designated to this will benefit  

 the Emmaus Homes clients in the Marthasville area. 
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For Services of Worship, 

NOTE the following restrictions: 
 

• NO ONE should come to church if they are feeling ill at all. 

• Everyone will wear a mask. 

• Everyone will be seated according to social distancing regulations (6ft. apart), with 

pews marked/blocked accordingly. Otherwise, ushers will seat people. Only 

families may sit together without the 6ft. rule. 

• For Children’s Story, children will remain seated in the pews with their families. 

• Attendees will be dismissed so there is plenty of space between families leaving. 

• Services will be “abbreviated”—shortened, made simple. 

• We are NOT able to offer communion at this time, as individually packaged 

servings of communion elements are unavailable for purchase. Once these elements 

again become available, we will have communion on designated Sundays. 

• We may greet each other, but only from a distance—no shaking hands, hugging, etc. 

• There will be NO fellowship following church, anywhere on the premises (in the 

isles, or church yard included). NOTE: Since we do not have Sunday School during 

the summer months, that is not an issue. 

• Offering plates will be placed at the entrances to the sanctuary—eliminating 

passing of the plates. 

• NO greeting at the door by the pastor following the service. 

• NO nursery facilities will be available. 
 

Again, these restrictions are put in place for your safety AND the safety 
of those around you. Thank you for your cooperation.  

ATTENTION!! 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we will have church services; 

however, ALL meetings and gatherings on St. Paul’s UCC’s premises 

are CANCELLED through the MONTH OF JULY without prior approval 

(except for quilters and men’s group). This includes all other 

gatherings of less than 10 individuals. These restrictions will be re-

evaluated later in the month and are subject to change at any time. 

You will be notified of any changes as they occur. These 

cancellations are measures put into place with the intent of keeping 

everyone safe during these unfortunate circumstances.  

Thank you for your cooperation and understanding. 
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Adult Social Connection 
will break for the summer and resume again in September.  

 

Attendance at the Concerts in the Park is encouraged 

throughout the summer months. 
 

July 24th—“garden party” 

Aug. 28th—“George portz & friends of bluegrass” 

sept. 25TH—“texas giants” 
 

Concerts are held the 4th Friday of each month at the Marthasville City Park Pavilion at 7:30pm. 
 

Women’s guild 
Wed., July 8th 

(Fellowship hall) 

2pm 
 

Tues., July 21st —7pm 

 ************************************************************* 
 

  

once danger of the pandemic is passed. 

 

Quilting 
Mondays 

10am-4pm 

**Must be a group of less than 10.** 
Contact Audrey Meyer with questions or inquiries. 

 

 

 

There will be no refresh-
ments as long as COVID-19 
restrictions preempt them.
 

However, when we 
resume,

 

 

 

 

***************************************************************************** 
 

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

 

***************************************************************************** 
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Altar flowers: 
 

June 7: (Service cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic.) 
 June 14: to the honor and glory of God, by the Women’s Guild.  
June 21: in memory of Clinton “Dick” Buescher whose birthday was June 27th, by Janet Buescher. 
June 28: to the honor and glory of God, by the Women’s Guild. 

NOTE:   Consider sponsoring the altar flowers in honor or in memory of a loved one, a special date, 

or just because…Sign-up sheets for altar flowers are in the lobby. The flowers are yours to take with 
you after the service of worship. 

ALSO NOTE NEW METHOD OF PAYMENT FOR ALTAR FLOWERS: 
As of July 1, 2020, Four Seasons will bill the church for all altar flowers/extra arrangements. Everyone 
will pay the church directly by either paying at the office, mailing your payment, or placing payment in 
the offering plate. Be sure to label any payments for this purpose. Thank you. 

  
 

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP 
 

**Anyone who is interested in joining St. Paul’s UCC should contact  

a council member or the church office.** 
    

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

With Deepest Gratitude 
 

     We would like to thank rev. fred Brandenburg, chaplain evelyn jones, 
rev. Richard brandon, rev. Wayne hoffman, rev. carlton Norton, 

and rev. donna Kendrick-philips, for their service to St. Paul’s UCC during 

these months we are without a settled pastor. We thank you for your willingness to 

serve as supply pastors, as many of you have prepared a worship service, only for us to 

have to cancel due to the unfortunate pandemic we are all dealing with. 

     Many thanks to Rev. Don Deeker, pastor emeritus, for always being there 

for us—for keeping us under his wing. We have very much appreciated the uplifting 

inspirational messages and his willingness to cover pastoral care for St. Paul’s during 

this time of transition. 

     Further, we wish to thank Rev. Jeffrey Willey, Femme Osage UCC, for his 

courteous invitation to attend Sunday “Drive-In” worship services during the pandemic 

in order to abide by the regulations put in place for social distancing, and still be able 

to worship with others on Sunday mornings. 

     Thanks also to all who have kept us in your thoughts and prayers, and the many 

kind and thoughtful gestures you have shown during this period of adjustment. May 

you all remain safe, healthy, and vigilant throughout these troubled times. 
 

     In His name, 

     St. Paul’s UCC Church Council and Congregation 

     Marthasville, MO 

 

************************************************************* 
 

************************************************************* 
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 Services of Worship 
  

  9:30am  
 

Pastor by Supply 
  

 

 

  
 
 

 

  

July 5th 12th 19th 26th 

Ushers 

  

Don Buescher (lead) 
Karen Dohrer 
Phyllis Sontag 
Jim Buescher   
Terri Ogle 

Don Lange (lead) 
Gene Ahmann   
Maurice Mittler  
Kay Buhr 
Ann Jenkins 

Patty Thornton (lead) 
Audrey Meyer 
Marigene Kersten 
John Presser  
Nancy Presser 

Karla Aholt (lead) 
Tony Rohe 
Curt Rohe 
Robbin DeVore 
Diane Freese 

Acolytes Kersten Mayer Kennady Mayer Jordyn Elder Colsie Lange 

Readers Cathie Schoppenhorst Terri Ogle Curt Rohe Brayden Mayer 

Greeters Brenda Roloff  
Cathie Schoppenhorst 

Gene Ahmann   
Lulu Hasenjaeger 

Audrey Meyer 
John & Nancy Presser 

Tony Rohe 
Curt Rohe 

Nursery  ________________ ________________ ________________ ________________ 

Fellowship ________________ ________________ ________________ ________________ 

 

The Adult Choir 
The choir will break for the summer. We will 

resume meeting in the fall. 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME!!  

Contact Debbie Garbs or Sally Rohe 

with questions or inquiries. 
 

 

 

 

Worship 

Attendance: 
 

 

6-7-2020----(cancelled) 
 

6-14-2020----31 
 

6-21-2020----28 
 

6-28-2020----37 
 
 

Suggested Scripture Readings for July 

July 5th— Genesis 24:34-38,42-49,58-67   and   Psalm 45:10-17   or 

Song of Solomon 2:8-13     Zechariah 9:9-12   and    Psalm 145:8-14 

Romans 7:15-25a     Matthew 11:16-19,25-30 

July 12th— Genesis 25:19-34   and   Psalm 119:105-112    

Isaiah 55:10-13   and    Psalm 65:(1-8),9-13 

        Romans 8:1-11     Matthew 13:1-9,18-23 

July 19th— Genesis 28:10-19a   and   Psalm 139:1-12,23-24  

 Wisdom of Solomon 12:13,16-19   or   Isaiah 44:6-8   and   Psalm 86:11-17 

Romans 8:12-25       Matthew 13:24-30,36-43 

July 26th—Genesis 29:15-28   and    Psalm 105:1-11,45b   or    Psalm 128 

 I Kings 3:5-12   and   Psalm 119:129-136 

 Romans 8:26-39       Matthew 13:31-33,44-52 
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Message for St. Paul’s Congregation        June 21, 2020 
  

The Church Council would like to provide an update on our search efforts for a new pastor at 

St. Paul’s to replace our previous pastor, Jeff Mueller. 
 

We currently have supply pastors scheduled through the end of August.  We are starting the 

process of looking for an interim pastor that would serve our church until we find a settled 

Pastor.   Three of our council members are working on the interim search, however our progress 

has been very slow with the coronavirus and everything being shut down.   We will be forming 

a Settled Pastor Search Committee in the near future, and some members have already 

expressed an interest in serving on this committee.   
 

Similar to our previous searches, it might take considerable time, maybe several years to find a 

new pastor, and it may be very difficult.  In the Eastern Association of the United Church of 

Christ, there are about 15 churches that are currently looking to hire a permanent pastor, and 

there are not many new graduates from Eden Seminary and other Christian seminaries. 
 

Based upon this potential difficulty, the church council has decided to reach out to some other 

local UCC churches to discuss our search efforts.  We have had some discussions with some of 

the council members from Femme Osage UCC, who just went through a multi-year search to 

find their new pastor, and then we have had some preliminary discussions with Immanuel 

United Church of Christ in Holstein, as they may also be looking for a new pastor.   
 

The church council wanted the congregation to know about these meetings.  With 15 UCC 

churches looking for a new Pastor, it might make sense to consider an option or possibility of 

St. Paul’s UCC and Immanuel UCC sharing one new pastor.   Nothing has been decided and 

these are only exploratory discussions—any final decision, if we were to seriously consider 

sharing a pastor, would need to be approved by both congregations. 
 

 There could be some major benefits of sharing a pastor with another church, with the short 

supply of new pastors.   Immanuel UCC has about 30 to 40 active members attending church 

services and St. Paul’s averages about 70 active members at services.   With both churches 

sharing the cost of a new pastor, both churches would have reduced costs while, at the same 

time, be able to jointly offer a good salary to attract a higher quality pastor.    We could perhaps 

combine small confirmation classes of these churches, have a joint bible study group, and share 

and support each congregation. 
 

 Please think about this potential option and provide your thoughts or ideas to any church 

council member.   Your input would be greatly appreciated. 
 

Again, nothing has been decided—we are only having discussions at this time.   The council 

feels it is going to be very difficult to find a new pastor; this might be a workable solution. 
 

Don Lange 
Church Council President  
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Proper Way to hang the United States Flag 

 

 

 
             or 

 

 
          (When hung on a wall) 

 

 
************************************************** 

Did you know? 
 

➢ A 17-year old student designed the flag as it appears today. In anticipation 

of Alaska and Hawaii becoming states, Robert G. Heft created the 50-star 

flag as a part of a history project (for which he received a B-) before 

submitting it to Congress for consideration. In August of 1959, President 

Dwight D. Eisenhower chose Heft’s design over 1,500 other applicants and 

informed him of the news over the phone. (Heft’s teacher also changed his 

grade to an A). 
 

➢ During the opening sequence (about 22 seconds in) of the first-season 

episodes of “Gilligan’s Island,” the U.S. Flag can be seen flying at half-staff 

off in the distance. This is because the show’s pilot episode finished filming 

on November 22, 1963—the same day that President Kennedy was 

assassinated. 
 

➢ Francis Scott Key did NOT write “The Star Spangled Banner.” He wrote a 

poem called “Defense of Fort McHenry” from which the lyrics of “The Star 

Spangled Banner” were taken. 
 

➢ “The Star Spangled Banner” has 4 stanzas. Only the first is typically sung. 
 

➢ John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, and Thomas 

Jefferson comprised the committee that decided to 

name the Bald Eagle as America’s national bird.  
 

➢ The bald eagle can achieve speeds up to 200 miles 

per hour when making a predatory dive. During a 

normal flight, bald eagles can travel up to 30 miles 

per hour. 
 

➢ Our nation’s flower is the rose. 
 

➢ A Baptist minister by the name of Francis Bellamy wrote the original “The 

Pledge of Allegiance” for the American Flag in 1892. 



 

Page 9 
 

   

Parsonage Update 
 

A big THANK YOU to all who have made pledges/donations towards the 

parsonage renovation fund! 

As of June 30th, pledges/donations totaling $37,185  

have been made— 

Of this amount, $33,785 has been received. 

Please continue to consider this fund in your financial giving. 

Year-to-date 

 

 

Church Finances 
 

NOTE: The following information is from the General Fund only, 

and in NO way is associated with the parsonage renovations. 
 

On January 1, 2020, our beginning balance was $45,724.35. 
As of June 30th, our income has been $ 62,261.57; our expenses have 

totaled $ 44,753.80, giving a year-to-date gain of $ 17,353.79. 
NOTE: $5300 of the income is from the Payroll Protection Loan. 

 

(Beginning Bal. 1/1/20) $  45,724.35 
Income     $  6 2,26 1 .57 
Expenses  —  44,753.80 

Gain     —    $  1  7,507.87 
(Ending Bal. 5/31/20)  $ 6 3,232. 12 
 

The monthly financial reports are posted on the bulletin board 

outside the church office for your review.  
 

*Please DO NOT remove these reports from the bulletin board.*  

Copies are available upon request. 
 

Church Council 
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Ladies and 

Gentlemen… 

Search Committee 
In searching for a settled pastor, 
an interim pastor will be called to 

serve St. Paul’s UCC until a 
settled pastor is called. An interim 
committee finds the interim pastor 

only; the search committee 
searches for a settled pastor. 

Anyone who wishes to volunteer to 
serve on this committee should 

contact a council member. 
Please note that this commitment 

may require any number of 
meetings each month until the 

process of calling a settled pastor 
is complete. Also, important to 
note, council members are not 

eligible to serve on this committee.  
 

Annual Steak Dinner 

OCTOBER Date TBD 
We are looking for a committee to plan and carry out this annual event. While this is typically  

held in June, due to the pandemic, we will 
hold this is October. The committee will 
set that date according to entertainment 
availability. Anyone who is interested in 
chairing or assisting on this committee 
should contact a council member, as plans 
will need to soon be underway. 
 

Outreach Committee 
 

St. Paul’s UCC is wanting to 
form an outreach committee 
to help meet the needs of 
those on our prayer list. We 

recognize the work of the Membership Care 
Committee, but we are looking to see if 

there are other needs we can help meet. We 
are looking to form a committee but would 
like to have a meeting to discuss the idea 
with those who are interested, to shape a 
clearer vision and goal. If interested in 
attending the meeting, please sign up on the 
sheet in the lobby, and you will be contacted 
soon to determine a meeting date and time. 
Contact a council member with questions. 

HOMETOWN 

CLASSIC CAR SHOW 

SAT., SEPT. 12, 2020 
See next page of this newsletter. 

Be watching for further details in the lobby and in upcoming newsletters. 
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ST. PAUL’S UCC 

3RD ANNUAL 

CAR AND BIKE SHOW 
SEPTEMBER 12, 2020 

9:00am -3:00pm 
103 S. SECOND STREET, MARTHASVILLE     

REGISTRATION 9:00AM-12:00PM 

JUDGING FROM 12:00PM-2:00PM 

AWARDS FROM 2:00PM  (OR WHEN JUDGES FINISH) 
 

$15.00 Day of Show 
$10.00 to Display 

FOOD & DRINK AVAILABLE 

50/50 RAFFLE DRAWING 

MUSIC  

 

Special Awards 
• Best of Show Stock 

• Best of Show Custom 

• Best Pre-War 
 

  

NOTE:  Entries are eligible for one Best of Show. 
 

Show Info 
636-433-2482        (Day of Show   314-517-4436) 

WWW.STPAULSUCCMO.ORG 
 

*St. Paul’s assumes no responsibility for accidents, thefts, or injury. 

*St. Paul’s reserves the right to alter, add, or remove classes 

        to promote competition.  __
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

 

Classes 
• Stock pre-1954 

• Stock GM 1955-1974 

• Stock Ford 1955-1974 

• Stock Mopar 1955-1974 

• Stock Other 1955-1974 

• Stock 1975-2010 

• Muscle Car 1975-2010 

• Street Rod Open Wheel 

• Street Rod Closed Wheel 

• Custom Car-1949-2009 

• New Cars 2010-Present 

• Sport Compact 

• Mini-Trucks  

• Rat Rods 

• Motorcycles 1950-1960 

• Motorcycles 1961-1970 

• Motorcycles 1971-Current 

• Special Interest 

• Special Classes for 

Mustangs, Corvettes, and 

Street Rods 
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RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE—Blood Facts: 
  

❖ On any given day, an average of 38,000 units of red blood cells are 
needed for hospital patients in the U.S. 

❖ One in 10 people entering the hospital needs blood. 
❖ Red blood cells must be transfused within 42 days. 
❖ A single car accident victim can require as many as 100 pints of 

blood. 
❖ The blood type most often requested by hospitals is type O. 
❖ There is no substitute for human blood. It cannot be manufactured.  

 

Facts about donors 
❖ Only 9 percent of people in the U.S. have type O negative blood. 

Type O negative donors are universal red cell donors as their blood 
can be given to people of all blood types—always in great demand 
and often in short supply. 

❖ Type O negative blood is needed in emergencies before the 
patient's blood type is known and with newborns who need blood. 

❖ Forty-eight percent of people in the U.S. have type O (positive or 
negative) blood. 

❖ Only 3 percent of people in the U.S. have AB positive blood type. 
AB positive type blood donors are universal donors of plasma, 
which is often used in emergencies, for newborns and for patients 
requiring massive transfusions. AB plasma is also usually in short 
supply. 

MONDAY, AUGUST 3, 2020 
1-7pm 

Save this date! 
YOUR HELP IS NEEDED! 

************************************************************* 
 INDEPENDENCE DAY FUN FACTS 
❖ The Declaration of Independence was signed on July 4, 1776 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Independence 

Day was first celebrated in Philadelphia on July 8, 1776. 
❖ To declare the adoption of Independence, the Liberty bell was rung on July 8, 1776. The Liberty bell got its 

first crack after its very first ring. 
❖ Congress made 86 revisions to Jefferson’s first draft of the Declaration of Independence, including anything 

that referenced slavery. 
❖ In 1941, Congress declared the 4th of July a national holiday.  
❖ Calvin Coolidge, the 30th President of the U.S., celebrates his birthday on the Fourth of July. 
❖ Three U.S. Presidents died on the Fourth of July (John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, and James Moore—

Thomas Jefferson and John Adams died on the same day in 1826). 
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Faith In Action  
is collecting Food Packs and Hygiene Kits for  

Festival of Sharing 
We are asked to collect as many packs and kits as possible.  

You may donate completed packs/kits, or provide portions of them  
by tearing off the items you will collect (from sheets in the lobby).   

All items must be returned to St. Paul’s UCC by September 13th.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thank you for your participation! 

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
 

 

 

Camp MoVal T-Shirts 
Fund Raiser            $25 ea. 

—Imprint on front and back— 
(See further information in the lobby.) 

 

 

 

 

 



Imprint: 

Isaiah 40:3-5 

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP 
ON RACISM 

“White Fragility” 
by Robin Diangelo 

 

There will be a Book Discussion on “Racism”  

for all Heritage Cluster church members. 
 

“White Fragility” by Robin Diangelo,  

led by Pastor Karen Eck from Friedens Peace in New Melle 

on Wednesdays July 15-August 5 at 7pm via Zoom. 
 

I have 5 copies for sale ($15 ea.) It is available on kindle, 

in book stores, or online. Contact me (Pastor Karen) if you 

would like to purchase a book, have any questions, or take 

part in this group, and I will send you the zoom link.  

friedenspastor@centurytel.net or my cell# 720-351-2319. 
 

(See more information in the lobby.) 

CWS Hygiene Kits 
 

Each kit should contain: 
1 hand towel (15x28” to 16x32”,  
          No microfiber towels please) 
1 tooth brush (in original package) 
1 wide-tooth comb (remove packaging) 
1 wash cloth 
1 bar of soap (bath size in original package) 
10 standard size bandaids 
1 nail clipper (remove packaging) 

 

Place all items in a 1-gallon plastic bag with 
zipper closure; remove excess air from bag  
and seal. 

Missouri Food Packs 
 

Each box should contain: 
3 different cans of vegetables 
3 different cans of fruit 
3 cans chicken  
3 cans tuna 
1 can pasta sauce 
1 pound pasta 
3 boxes of macaroni & cheese 
1 jar peanut butter 

 

Pack all in a sturdy box (18”x 8”x 8” is 
what is typically used) and fill with 
packing material to keep contents 
secure. Tape securely and clearly label 
each of the four sides and top of the 
box as “Missouri Food Pack”. 

************************************************************ 

mailto:friedenspastor@centurytel.net
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 JULY WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 

 BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES OF BAPTISM 
 
 

3rd: Dee Schuster 10th: Steve & Megan Zeh   (none this month) 
6th: Rock Roloff  Jim & Karen Joerling    
 Elise Thierbach 14th: Allen & Celeste Mueller  
11th: Lulu Hasenjaeger 25th: Dan & Patty Thornton  
 Jaxon Mitchell     
12th: Amber Mueller 
13th: Dan Thornton 
 Terry Paridy  
14th: Candace Siem  
 Paul Crusius   
15th: Marigene Kersten  
16th: Don Deeker  
18th: Truman Hagenbuch  
 Mary Mittler  
20th: Lydia Chambers 
21st: Adrianna Engelage  
22nd: Herb Homeyer   
23rd: Shawn Wohler  
24th: Jeremy Scholz 
 Doris Bunge 
25th: Hunter Rohe 
29th: Shane Wohler 
  
 
 
  
 

 

                         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Flag Trivia: 

(answers on pg. 17) 
 

1. The first U.S. flag had how many stars? 

2. How were they arranged, and what was the 

significance? 

3. How many stars does our flag have today? 

4. How many stripes does our flag have? 

5. How many red?  How many white? 

6. What do the colors of the flag represent? 

7. When a flag is hung on a stage, where 

should it be located? 

8. What is the one who specializes in the 

history of flags called? 

9. Who made the first American flag? 
 

MORE FACINATING INFORMATION: 
Wal-Mart stores sold approx. 115,000 American flags 
on Sept. 11, 2001, compared to 6,400 on that date in 
2000. From Sept. 11, 2001-Aug. 10, 2001, they sold 
7.8 million as compared to 2.5 million the year before. 

 

Church Council 

Meetings: 
 

Monday, July 6th—7pm 
 

************** 
Due to the Blood Drive, the 

August Meeting will be on  
 

Tuesday, August 4th—7pm 
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Bible Study Thought    
by Dudley Adkins 

 

I was talking with an old friend about some music we listened to back in our high school era—

specifically, Harry Chapin [https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harry_Chapin]. His most popular songs included Taxi 

and Cat’s In the Cradle. Much of his poetry tended to illustrate a piece of the life of the character in Harry’s 

story. His songs usually made (make) me think well beyond the story of the song. They make me think of my 

own experiences and feelings and, even more about other people in the world. Taxi, for instance, 

[https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taxi_(song)], tells of a ‘later in life’ encounter between two people who’d known 

each other well when they were young. The song makes me think of my own dreams and expectations of life 

when I was a teenager, compare them to how things really turned out, and realize how naïve I’d been. [Read the 

Wikipedia description of the song. It’s better than what I’m writing here.] 
At some point in our conversation, I told my friend that Chapin’s songs were depressing. This led to 

what I’m writing about now. 

If you aren’t relating to Harry Chapin, you can substitute someone like Hank Williams 

[https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hank_Williams] and think about his song I’m so Lonesome I Could Cry 

[https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/I%27m_So_Lonesome_I_Could_Cry]. I’d have to say that it’s a sad song.  

Take this verse of Hank’s song: 

“Did you ever see a robin weep When leaves begin to die? 

 That means he's lost the will to live I'm so lonesome, I could cry.” 

Now my old friend says, “Some of his [Harry Chapin’s] songs/stories were sad, but not what I would 

call depressing or gloomy. Even the sad ones were simply a wish for happiness, and therefore a belief in it. I 

always found the sad stuff very moving and constructive–they helped me to empathize, gave my emotions a 

healthy workout.” 

Give that some thought. I did. I guess when I hear a story song, as is often told in country music and by 

artists like Bruce Springsteen, I do empathize. I think of a real person with a real life and real dreams and real 

problems and real disappointments. That’s what makes me sad—to think someone else has a life that isn’t 

perfect. It makes me think that’s what life must really be. It makes me consider my own disappointments, 

forgetting totally about how many things turned out better than I ever imagined. 

Well, my epiphany after this conversation with my old friend, was that it does indeed make me sad to 

think the whole world is full of troubles and troubled people and there is nothing I can do to change it, but that I 

can maybe change a piece of it. Maybe the “Can’t see the forest for the trees” saying, is actually backwards for 

me with this. Maybe I have difficulty seeing the trees for the forest. It does seem hopeless to me when I’ve seen 

some of the things I’ve seen in my lifetime—so many things I couldn’t do anything about. Looking at the big 

picture (the forest), I feel like I can’t change any of it. But when I can get past the forest view and see a single 

tree, maybe there is something I can do. When my friend says the songs make him empathize, I think he is 

saying they make him think about a single tree, and that gives him insight and hope. 

Maybe some of us think of ourselves too often. We hear that song and we personally relate to it and 

think it’s about us. Maybe we should use the feeling of the song to think about how someone else feels or might 

feel. Maybe the next thing we should do is think of how we might help that person—I should think of what I 

would feel like and what may help me. Maybe we can transform that single tree.  

I was walking along a trail through the woods and saw vines growing up one of the few walnut trees 

found on our property. I used my pocket knife to cut that vine. I’ve always been told the vines will kill a tree. 

[Looking online just now I found opinions that they will and that they won’t, but I'm going to ignore that since 

I’m only trying to make a point.] If I hadn’t been told about (was unaware of) the potential damage to a tree, 

would I have even noticed the vine? Would I have known the tree was in distress? Maybe those songs (and 

other things like them) are messages to us to help us to empathize—to notice what’s going on around us—so we 

can at least do what we can to change one thing at a time. One walnut tree may lead to seedlings and more trees. 

[I have a friend at the lake who absolutely hates walnuts, so I will not tell her this analogy.]      (cont. next page) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harry_Chapin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taxi_(song)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hank_Williams
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/I%27m_So_Lonesome_I_Could_Cry
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Maybe the sad songs and stories will help me to notice someone sitting alone at church, or at the tavern 

even, and help me to think about how that person may be feeling. And maybe, after this social-distancing is 

done, I’ll feel that trying to cut the vines off of him may help the whole forest and go sit with him.  

I just now listened to The Cowboy Junkies cover version of I’m So Lonesome I Could Cry and I think 

they make it even sadder and more personal than Hank did. But, I’m doing what my friend suggested, 

imagining someone else feeling sad—empathizing. Maybe I will notice the next robin I see weeping and help 

them to understand the leaves will be back in the springtime. Maybe they’ll tell other robins. Who knows? 

Somehow all of this heavy-duty thinking brought me to 1 Peter 4, which I'm probably taking completely 

out of context.    [https://biblehub.com/nkjv/1_peter/4.htm] 
 

 
 

  
“One More Thing…‘United We Stand’” 

 

The phrase “United We Stand” dates back to pre-Revolutionary War. It most 

commonly is used to imply patriotism and the idea that uniting as one creates strength, while 

division destines failure.  

With all that this country, and the world, is faced with today, one could look at this 

phrase and read other meanings into it—"read into” the words to imply something else. 

As we face the challenges of today, let us try to look at this statement with the vision 

that we are all God’s children—black, white, yellow, etc.—and know that we need strength to 

successfully live on this earth. While we are as different as we are alike, we should always strive 

to set aside our differences and look for the similarities in one another so that we can build on 

living in harmony.  

One online source states:  

❖ If members of a family remain united, they live happily. When the members of a 

family quarrel among themselves, the peace of the family is disturbed.  

❖ If the different sections of the people in society fall out, there is a social disorder.  

When the people in a society live together in peace, social progress quickens. 

❖ Unity brings wealth and prosperity to a nation. A nation cannot prosper if the 

people are not united. It should be the duty of all people to put aside their 

differences and come together. Disunity should always be discouraged. A 

country torn by strife becomes weak and cannot resist a foreign enemy. 

The Bible tells us in Colossians 3:13-14 (NIV): 
13 Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against 

someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which 

binds them all together in perfect unity. 

Romans 14:19 (NIV) states:  
19 Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification. 

 

https://biblehub.com/nkjv/1_peter/4.htm
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
 

The family of Chris Thurman (friend of Cathie Schoppenhorst) who passed away on 
6/27/20; the family of Marilyn Lanning (Karen Dohrer’s aunt) who passed away on 
6/2/20; David Lange—cardiac cath on 6/17; Morris Frick (Tony & Orville Rohe’s 
brother-in-law)—undergoing treatment for lung cancer; Orville Rohe—ANCA 
vasculitis, other health issues; LaVonne Lange—in rehab, but home; Kenny 
Lierman—surgery for skin grafts, explosion of gas can leaving severe burns on 
face, chest, and arms;  Ruth Flynn—temporary feeding tube was removed and is 
doing well; Tara Deeker—undergoing treatment following surgery; all who are ill 
with the COVID-19 virus and their families as well as those on the front lines caring 
for those who are ill; Leonard Lutz—health issues; Leo Newbanks, 3 yr-old (friend of Robbin DeVore)—
rare kidney disease, on dialysis, on transplant list; Brandon Julius (friend of Jacob DeVore)—20 yr.-old 
with pacemaker and defibrillator, needing heart transplant; Taylor Dallacosta (friend of Ann Jenkins)—
toddler born with cystic fibrosis; 5 yr.-old grandson of Joyce Marek (friend of Diana Garbs Charboneau)—
brain tumor; Mark Jones—health issues. 
 

Those Battling Cancer: Morris Frick, Marsha Meyer, Kurt Gildehaus; Jeff Moeckli, Dave Pruitt,  
Ted Lepper, Emma Todd, Holly Schneider, Isaac Mercer, Bobby Walker, Kenny Engemann, Tom Smith, 
Caden Leesmann, Kristi Warneke, Ralph Roloff, Michelle Mueller, Eric Moritz, Donnie Kopmann,  
Jim Grafrath, Ron Palitzsch, Leonard Lutz.  
 

Those serving in the Military: Nick Sullentrup, Tyler Buescher, Luke Bronstrup, Kolton Harrison, Caleb 
& Sarah Murphy, & others seeking to faithfully serve God & Country! 
  

 

Please remember those who are not always able to worship with us at St. Paul’s UCC. 
Remember them in prayer, with a visit, card, or a phone call: 
 

Charles & D’Arline Driemeyer Helene Krampe Leonard Lutz  
Victorian Place Grandview Health Care Center Harbor Place  
2800 Rabbit Trail Dr., Apt. 6 201 Grand Avenue, Room 315 1054 State Hwy. 47 
Washington, MO 63090 Washington, MO 63090 Warrenton, MO 63383 
 

—Meals on Wheels— 
If anyone needs or knows of anyone who needs home-delivered meals from the Warren County Senior 
Center, please contact the center at 636-456-3379.  Volunteers are also needed to deliver meals.   
 

 
 

 

********************************************** 
 

Flag Trivia:    (answers from pg. 14) 
1. 13 

2. They were arranged in a circle, representing the 13 colonies, ensuring that all were equal. 

3. 50, representing the 50 states. 

4. 13 to represent the 13 colonies. 

5. 7 red; 6 white 

6. Red = valor; white = liberty and purity; and blue = justice and loyalty 

7. To the right hand side of the speaker 

8. Vexillologist 

9. Contrary to popular belief, Betsy Ross did not. Early journals from the Continental 

Congress name Francis Hopkinson as the flag’s designer. He also signed the Declaration of 

Independence. 



 

Page 18 
  

  

 

 

  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
  
  

1 2 3 4 

5 
Bring A Meal Sunday 
  9:30am Worship  
 NO COMMUNION 

6 
10am-4pm   Quilters 

 
 

 
 

7pm Church Council 

7 8  
2pm  

Women’s Guild 
(regular meeting) 

9 10 11 

12 
 9:30am Worship 

13 
10am-4pm   Quilters 

 
 

  

14 

  

 

 

7pm-8pm 
Food Pantry @CBC 

15  

  

  
 

NO 
Adult Choir until Sept. 

16 17 18 
11am-12N 

Food Pantry @ CBC 

19 
 9:30am Worship 

20 
10am-4pm   Quilters 

 
 

  

21 
 
 
 
 

7pm—Men’s Group 

22  23 24 
 
 
 

7:30pm 
Concert in the Park 

25 

26 
 9:30am Worship 

27 
10am-4pm   Quilters 

 
  

28 29 30 31   

“America! America!  
God shed His grace on thee,  

And crown thy good with brotherhood,  
From sea to shining sea.”  
(America, the Beautiful) 

“Make every effort to live in peace with everyone and to be holy; 
without holiness no one will see the Lord.” (Hebrews 12:14 NIV) 

St. Paul’s UCC Church Calendar—July 2020  
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Pledge Sheet to Remodel Parsonage House   

      

      

Contractor Bid for Remodeling material & labor  Estimate  $     49,500    

Cost for 25 new windows    $       4,900    

Cost for new heating/air conditioning system    $     14,924    

cost of new kitchen cabinets $4,500, plus misc.    $       4,500    

 Contingency Fund  $       6,176    

June 4, 2018 Total Estimated Cost:  $     80,000    

      

Funding for Remodeling House—Direct Gifts   

 
Total Pledge   

Return to financial secretary Karla Aholt   Amount   

        

One-time Donation of:    $    

                                      OR       

Monthly Donation of $                          X            MONTHS    $    

      

      

Printed Name: __________________________________________      

      

Signature: _____________________________________________     
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